How do I set up a 5 paragraph essay?

Paragraph 1

Introduction


1. Restate the topic.


2. Choose your position on that topic.


3. Give any background or helpful information you know about the topic.

4. Thesis – Thesis lines up the rest of your paper by choosing three supporting reasons for your position.   These three supporting reasons line up the three body paragraphs for your essay.

Paragraph 2

First supporting reason from your thesis
1. Introduce your first reason. 
2. Give example (concrete detail)
3. explain (commentary)
4. explain

5. give example 

6. explain

7. explain

8. transition into paragraph 3

Paragraph 3 

Second supporting reason from your thesis
1. Introduce your second reason. 

2. Give example (concrete detail)

3. explain (commentary)

4. explain

5. give example 

6. explain

7. explain

8. transition into paragraph 4
Paragraph 4

Third supporting reason from your thesis
1.   Introduce your third reason. 

2. Give example (concrete detail)

3. explain (commentary)

4. explain

5. give example 

6. explain

7. explain

8. transition into paragraph 5
Paragraph 5

Conclusion

1. Restate thesis (reword do not copy your thesis)

2. Review background information about the topic

3. Restate your position

4. Restate topic

